F.,P, Tyrner of Jackson. Cou

wpoech wag made by young Jenkins. Amoog, " pliced in
. nominatlon  were \J. M. Bennelt of Lewls i Samuel ‘L.’
Hays of Glimer County; James H. Brown of Kanawha,County;

and, Charles . Lewis ol Harrison County’, who had
rowly| defeated by Congressman Caclile: in the
'Dlgtﬂ,d Tremendeusly ‘Large

" ‘The_11th - Congressional District of Virginia,wes a tey .

_mdotaly large district in pre-Civil War days. 1t stretched from
. Cabell;and ‘Pulnam' ‘éountles bn" the ' south,’ narthward, to):Weod'
"~ andl ‘eastward as-far.as Harrison. and Randolph counties, ‘anchor-.
“"ing: back :to Kanawha County in the :center. A" total o 10
- cotities polling up to 13,000 votes were Included in the sprewling
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1 th counties were allocatéd votes In. the ‘coavention ln’ ‘

*Uon 18 thelr“votes In the preceding  eloction.: This was: deslgned
a8, & miriulus to get ‘out. the Vote'at: election -ime. The  delogate . fof
. added up:l0 9,483 in’ (5é convention,. with {744 neceasaty
' Wiedthe rol wai alled for the:first ballot ‘in the race for’
the ‘normiigtion, the Toade was J. M. Bennett of ‘Coutity.
The-following are the totals for the first two ballots
1) tad
Besaekt ' 2AW 259
Jackson . 2,088 2,184
Lawls : - oum 109
Brewn : 1,608 . 1498
Hays - 174 w1

“Bennett continued 0 gain until the' sixth ballot when he
reached his high water-mark of 3,105. Hays, who withdrew after
_his poor showing oa ‘the second ballot, was renominated after
the sighth ballot and immediately shot into-the lead with 2.447 to
Bennell's 2.230. On the lenth ballot % was Hays's turn to slip

—~downward 10 1,644 while Bennett-was rising to 2.400. On the 11th
ballot " the count stood as follows:

Beanetl LM
Jackson 2.7
Hays 2,188
Brows 2,00

On the 12th ballet, Hays suddenly rose sgain and séored the

. owtl.stréngth’ had 1slipped 90 voles,

v in.‘}\‘ up- 4,360 .votes,

2" By ihis timé, the tired balloters had_passed
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(roppéd on the 15th ballot 105,143, the I5th-

i b v

- ;‘:p the Tirst baflot showing Jetiking' in the lead;- but ‘close on-his -
¢ cdmpalpied 0’ hard :
‘sdbing . which Jenkiny had received

as: Chirles 'S, Lewly, the .man_ for_whom Jenkins had :
g0’ hard o 1855 against ‘John 8. Carlile; Now the ‘séa-’
.whic . at the naiional convention In
1885 cane {o- his ‘rescie:at this crucial polnt!iRealizing that his
and that thers. was a con-
the' “old favorite,*"

siderably . unified: sentiment - in- support .ol

" Lewliy .wito had. come . 30 close" to victory: in |1835, Jenking ma-

neuversd. fob an’adjourtihent td line up his forces anew. He huc-
cesslully rounded up epdugh support for adjourhment until Satuc-
day, Dec. 6-st-9'a-m. . L '
" Werk or Buppedt < | -
./ Jonkins ‘and his Cabell’ County supporters worked feverishly
throughout . the . period the, convention was in- recess, and were
up"-nearly :'all . night before the Saturday: session. - They used
every .means o sway the Harrison County supporters of Lewis,”
foc ‘whom Jenkiiw' had dope so much in 1855, On the 16th ballot, *
Jenkins established a commanding lead for. the  first “time, roll-
. only. 384 short .of .a_cholce,, while Bennett
dropped- to 2,343, Sensing_viclory, the

Jonklhs group iried 1o put & over bul. they had- shot their bolt

the 18th ballot Jenkins slumped to
Jenkina slumped to3,052.. But on the
" Rejieta’ Firat Nomination. R
d a rule that the
fow man on each ballot should be dropped.' The race was down
(o' Jenkins and Willlam L. Jackson of Wood County (later a Con-
{ederate - general.). B.. W. Jackson, the. man Jenkins had eec-
onded for the nomination, then made an impassioned address to
the divided and. angry delegates, urging them to sink their dif-
ferences and get behind Jenkins. There were roars of boos mixed
with applause ss Willlam L. Jackson of Wood withdrew, and the
chairman of the convention announced that Albert Gallatin Jenk-
ins had been nominated by default, there being no competition
for the nomination against him.

~ Now the true mejtle of Jeakins shone through. Calmly and
deliberately -this son of Greenbottom' rose to his feet, faced the -
torn and divided convention, and ‘i a clear and loud voice .an-
nounced -that he would decline to recognize any nomination in
‘manner, ] ,
Taken somewhat aback by this sudden renunciation of the
“within the candidate's grasp, the convention subsequently
out- & warwhoop of unanimity when F. P. Turner moved
"Jenkids be nominated by acclamation.

It was a m psychological stroke for moment, and
gained for: t Gallatin Jenkins not only the nomination for

tatives, but a united and determined

pardy, atirred by, his' Joadarship and parliamentary skill.
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